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SHA 
 

SHELBURNE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

Regular Meeting 

October 12, 2022  

 

Commissioners Present via Zoom (by roll call): R. Maccini, K. Levitch, R. Bowen Weld, S. 

Flaccus 

 

Commissioners Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: G. Govoni, K. Kelley, M. Terounzo  

 

Guest: Ria Biley, 413-489-3184 (Penny), 203-556-8377, 413-265-6318 

 

1. Call to Order

There being a quorum present, the Regular meeting of the Shelburne Housing Authority

Board of Commissioners was called to order at 4:49 p.m. which was held via Zoom. 

****Note: All votes were taken via roll call****

2. Actions and Discussion

Minutes: Commissioner Bowen Weld moved, and Commissioner Maccini seconded a

motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2022, regular meeting of the SHA 

Board of Commissioners as presented.

17-206 Vote 4 in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstaining

Fair Housing Marketing Policy: G. Govoni stated that the critical points made at the 

September meeting regarding this topic were taken into consideration. A modified 

policy has been drafted, which includes language that makes this policy’s 

implementation feasible. If the revised policy is not approved by DHCD, then the board 

will request to use the Franklin County MSA data in lieu of the Springfield MSA.

After participating in a Fair Housing Marketing training hosted by MassNAHRO earlier this 

month, it is clear that all 15 housing authorities in attendance share this frustration. The 

trainer suggested presenting any concerns directly to DHCD.

The revised policy only requires the housing authority to do marketing tactics that are 

feasible and reasonable, and CHAMP is the primary marketing tool

Commissioner Maccini moved, and Commissioner Bowen Weld seconded a motion to 

approve the Fair Housing Marketing Policy as presented.

17-207 Vote 4 in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstaining

LTO: R. Bowen Weld stated that as he is a board member, he likely cannot speak on this 

topic.



 

Guest Penny stated that going forward, the LTO’s by-laws do state that the Vice Chair 

can act on behalf of the Chair when necessary. G. Govoni added that the by-laws can 

be formalized by signing an MOU and attaching the by-laws. Guest Penny stated that 

the LTO planned to have this item added to the November agenda and do the MOU 

once they are recognized. 

Guest Penny questioned if Highland Village receives any mail for the Shelburne Housing 

Authority, as the LTO will require a mailing address. G. Govoni responded, stating that all 

business mail is delivered to the main office in Turners Falls.  

R. Bowen Weld stated that a P.O. box could be obtained. Guest Penny added that the 

cost for this would be $100. 

3. SHA Monthly Report 

G. Govoni stated that the start date for the mini-split project might be further delayed 

due to supply chain issues. 

S. Flaccus requested an update on the Kitchen project. 

G. Govoni stated that there is a program called the HILAPP, which have only been 

available since 2019. Linda Overing and Mark Eichhorn are being consulted on the 

ability to use the HILAPP and CDBG funds for this project, as the total development cost 

will likely exceed the available CDBG funds. A commitment of any other funds (HILAPP) 

is needed before doing the CDBG application. There are other potential funds 

available from other DHCD packets specific to the relocation costs. The backup plan is 

splitting the project up into buildings and assessing each kitchen and the availability of 

funds through CDBG. 

The updated budget guidelines for FY23 include a nine percent increase to the ANUEL. 

This increase is being worked into the operating budget. The FY23 budget will likely be 

presented at the November meeting. 

4. Ongoing Concerns 

G. Govoni stated that the LEAN Lighting Project would be formally presented in 

November once more information is obtained. 

S. Flaccus stated that the documents do not provide information regarding the 

concern regarding brightness or the amount of money that will be saved. G. Govoni 

responded, stating that this information has not yet been provided, though 

conversations are beginning.  

R. Bowen Weld stated that anything done to replace the current fixtures is an 

improvement. G. Govoni responded, stating that more information would be presented 

in November. 

5. Documents for Informational Purposes 

No discussion. 

6. Other business not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance 

No discussion. 



 

7. Resident and Public Participation 

S. Flaccus expressed satisfaction with the LTO, stating that she believed it gives tenants 

a voice that can be made louder. Guest Penny added that the LTO could help 

residents by creating a bridge between the residents and property management. 

R. Bowen Weld stated that it would be nice to have a bi-monthly newsletter to keep 

people up to date if there is enough funding. S. Flaccus added that the town of 

Shelburne has an electronic newsletter that could be consulted on working together.  

8. Adjourn 

There being no additional business Commissioner Bowen Weld moved and 

Commissioner Maccini seconded a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 5:22 p.m.  


